
BOROUGH OF BUENA 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 24, 2014  
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 7:03 P.M. 
MEETING ADJOURNED:       7:55 P.M. 

 
  
The regular meeting of Mayor and Council of the Bor ough of Buena was held 
Monday, March 24, 2014 commencing at 7:00 p.m. at t he Borough Hall with 
Mayor Baruffi presiding.  Mayor Baruffi led the fla g salute and announced 
that this meeting was being held in compliance with  the Open Public 
Meetings Act and notices of this meeting have been provided to the Press of 
Atlantic City, the Daily Journal and the Atlantic C ounty Record as well as 
having been posted on the bulletin board at Borough  Hall. 
 
PRESENT: Councilpersons Marolda, Santagata, Zappari ello, Cugini,  and 

McAvaddy, Dr. Paul Trivellini, Administrator, Richa rd P. Tonetta, 
Solicitor and Maryann Coraluzzo, Borough Clerk  

 
ABSENT: Councilwoman Baker 
 
MAYOR'S REPORT: 

NEED MOTION TO OPEN PUBLIC HEARING ON: 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 618 CALENDAR YEAR 2014 ORDINANCE TO E XCEED THE MUNICIPAL     

BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 
m/Cugini s/Zappariello 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., 

provides that in the preparation of its annual budg et, a municipality shall 
limit any increase in said budget up to .5% unless authorized by ordinance 
to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s fin al appropriations, 
subject to certain exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipalit y may, when 
authorized by ordinance, appropriate the difference  between the amount of 
its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percent age rate as an exception 
to its final appropriations in either of the next t wo succeeding years; 
and,  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Buena in th e County of 
Atlantic finds it advisable and necessary to increa se its CY 2014 budget by 
up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropria tions, in the interest 
of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that a 3.0%  increase in 
the budget for said year, amounting to $94,026.99  in excess of the 
increase in final appropriations otherwise permitte d by the Local 
Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and , 

WHEREAS the Borough Council hereby determines that any amou nt 
authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget 
shall be retained as an exception to final appropri ation in either of the 
next two succeeding years. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Buena, in the County of Atlantic, a majority of the  full authorized 
membership of this governing body affirmatively con curring, that, in the CY 
2014 budget year, the final appropriations of the B orough of Buena shall, 
in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A:  4-45.14, be increased 
by 3.5 %, amounting to $109,698.16, and that the CY  2014 municipal budget 
for the Borough of Buena be approved and adopted in  accordance with this 
ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized 
hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the  final budget shall be 
retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two 
succeeding years; and, 



BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED , that a certified copy of this ordinance as 
introduced be filed with the Director of the Divisi on of Local Government 
Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED , that a certified copy of this ordinance upon 
adoption, with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said 
Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

 AYE:  NAY: ABSTAIN:  ABSENT: 

MAROLDA X    

BAKER    X 

SANTAGATA X    

ZAPPARIELLO X    

CUGINI  X    

MCAVADDY X    

 
DISCUSSION: none 

NEED MOTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING: 

m/Zappariello s/Cugini 

 AYE:  NAY: ABSTAIN:  ABSENT: 

MAROLDA X    

BAKER    X 

SANTAGATA X    

ZAPPARIELLO X    

CUGINI  X    

MCAVADDY X    

 

ORDINANCE NO. 618 ADOPTED: 

m/Santagata s/Cugini 

 

 AYE:  NAY: ABSTAIN:  ABSENT: 

MAROLDA X    

BAKER    X 

SANTAGATA X    

ZAPPARIELLO X    

CUGINI  X    

MCAVADDY X    

 

RESOLUTION 40-14  A RESOLUTION TO ENDORSE THE SUBMISSION BY THE BOROUGH OF 
BUENA OF THE 2013 MUNICIPAL RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT 
APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION, OFFICE OF RECYCLING AND TO DESIGNATE WI LLIAM 
NIMOHAY TO ENSURE THAT THE SAID APPLICATION IS PROP ERLY 
FILED.  

    m/Cugini s/McAvaddy  
 
 

WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act,  P.L. 1987, 

c.102, has established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made 

to municipalities in order to encourage local sourc e separation and recycling 

programs; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent and spirit of Mandatory Source S eparation and 



Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling 

programs and to continue and expand existing progra ms; and  

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protec tion has 

promulgating recycling regulations to implement the  Mandatory Recycling Act; 

and  

WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalitie s certain 

requirements as a condition for applying for tonnag e grants including, but 

not limited to, making and keeping accurate verifia ble records of materials 

collected and claimed by the municipality; and  

WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to app ly for such 

tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of t his municipality to 

recycling and indicate the assent of the Council of  the Borough of Buena to 

the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the requirements contained in 

the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 

WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual  authorized to 

ensure that the application is properly completed a nd timely filed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Buena 

that the Borough of Buena hereby endorses the submi ssion of a 2013 Municipal 

Recycling Tonnage Grant Application to the New Jers ey Department of 

Environmental Protection, Office and Recycling and designates William Nimohay 

to ensure that the said application is properly fil ed. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling 

tonnage grant be deposited in a dedicated recycling  trust fund to be used 

solely for the purposes of recycling. 

 

 AYE:  NAY: ABSTAIN:  ABSENT: 

MAROLDA X    

BAKER    X 

SANTAGATA X    

ZAPPARIELLO X    

CUGINI  X    

MCAVADDY X    
 
RESOLUTION 41-14 FAIR HOUSING – STATEMENT OF ACTION  
    m/Zappariello s/Marolda 
 
WHEREAS, Buena Borough has entered into a grant agreement # GA 13-0280 with 
the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs (her eafter NJDCA) for CDBG 
Disaster Recovery activities and with the U.S. Depa rtment of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) for CDBG activities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Buena Borough must make efforts to affirmatively further fair 
housing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Buena Borough has reviewed various actions that w ould be 
acceptable to the NJDCA and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (hereafter HUD) and; 
 
 WHEREAS, Buena Borough) has made assurances that: 
 
 (1)  It will comply with the Housing and Community  Development Act of 

1974, as amended, and regulations issued thereto; a nd 
 
 (2)  It will comply with the Civil Rights Act of 19 64, and the regulations 

issued thereto it; and  



 
 (3)  It will comply with the Fair Housing Act of 1 968 and will 

affirmatively further fair housing; and 
 
 (4)  It will comply with the Age Discrimination Ac t of 1975 and with the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, Pamela Johnston  shall be designated 
as the Fair Housing Officer for Buena Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Fair Housing Officer shall contact the HU D 
Regional Office of Housing and Equal Opportunity an d the NJ Division on Civil 
Rights, inform those agencies of his/her appointmen t as Fair Housing Officer 
and request Fair Housing Information; and 
    
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Fair Housing Officer shall provide fair 
housing advisory services and assistance and referr al advice to persons 
requesting such assistance from Buena Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Buena Borough will publish in the local 
newspaper of record and post at the county administ ration building and other 
locations including on-line a public notice announc ing the appointment of the 
Fair Housing Officer and the availability of local fair housing advisory 
services. 
 

 AYE:  NAY: ABSTAIN:  ABSENT: 

MAROLDA X    

BAKER    X 

SANTAGATA X    

ZAPPARIELLO X    

CUGINI  X    

MCAVADDY X    
 
 
PERSONNEL:  
 
RESOLUTION 42-14  A RESOLUTION APPOINTING PAMELA JOHNSTON TO THE POSITION  

OF CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
m/McAvaddy s/Zappariello 

 
 

WHERAS, Pamela Johnston has served the Borough of Buena i n her 

official capacity of Interim Code Enforcement Offic er since October 23, 

2012; 

WHERAS, due to the vacancy created by the demise of the p revious Code 

Enforcement Officer the permanent position has beco me available; 

WHERAS, Pamela Johnson holds the certificate issued by th e New Jersey 

Department of Community Affairs, Inspector of Hotel s and Multiple Dwellings 

and Housing Code Official #010876; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Buena 

as follows: 

 

Effective, March 24, 2014, Pamela Johnson shall be appointed to the 

position of Code Enforcement Officer and be paid in  accordance with the 

Borough Salary Ordinance No. 470 as amended. 

 

 AYE: NAY: ABSTAIN: ABSENT: 

MAROLDA X    

BAKER    X 



SANTAGATA X    

ZAPPARIELLO X    

CUGINI X    

MCAVADDY X    

 
 
 
MAYOR’S UPDATE: 
Mayor Baruffi gave a status update on the Kimberly Lane Drainage Project   
stating that the contractors are back on the job.  Estimated completion 
times are between two and three weeks. 
 
A ribbon cutting ceremony was held at Elsie’s Diner . 
 
An update was given on Atlantic County regional dis patch. 
 
SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 
With regard to the letter listed as Correspondence from Michael Wilkinsen, 
Solicitor Tonetta provided the Governing Body with his research and opinion 
after reviewing the matter.  The Solicitor was conc erned with the safety of 
the public and residents living in the development.   After discussing the 
matter it was decided that the Director of Public S afety will perform a 
survey of the area to determine if there are any is sues.  In addition, 
since this matter has to do with the calling of a b ond, the Land Use 
Solicitor will be present at the next meeting to gi ve his advice and input. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
RECYCLING: (COUNCILMAN MAROLDA) 
Councilman Marolda expressed gratitude to Administr ator Trivellini and Pam 
Johnston for their efforts in bringing Sustainable New Jersey to fruition 
in Buena Borough. 
 
FINANCE: (COUNCILWOMAN BAKER) no report 
 
STREETS/ROADS: (COUNCILMAN SANTAGATA) 
Council President Santagata provided an update on t he latest snowstorm.  
The Road Department’s itinerary was also provided. 
 
The Council President reminded everyone to attend t he next JIF Safety 
Meeting that will be held at the Route 54 Diner. 
 
RECREATION:(COUNCILMAN ZAPPARIELLO) 
Dates for the Easter Egg Hunt and Opening Day were discussed.  The Buena 
Borough Recreation Commission now has a Facebook pa ge. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/STREET LIGHTS: (COUNCILMAN CUGINI) 
Director Caregnato provided those present with an u pdate on police calls.  
In addition, the Officer Griffith and Officer Vera received letters of 
gratitude from residents for their life saving acti ons.   
 
A bike registration will be held.  The Director is hopeful residents will 
participate. 
 
BLDGS/GROUNDS/IMPROVEMENTS: (COUNCILMAN MCAVADDY) 
Councilman McAvaddy gave an update on code enforcem ent activities.  In 
addition, the Councilman reported that eighty three  rental properties have 
not registered. 

 
PUBLIC PORTION OF THE MEETING: 
Lisa Novicke and Susan Dortu were present to addres s the Governing Body on 
safety issues in the borough; specifically the prop erty located at 1305 
South Central Avenue.  Council President Santagata will follow up with the 
Road Department Supervisor.  Ms. Dortu expressed co ncerns with rotting 
stumps in the area of the senior league field.  Aga in, the Council 
President will follow up with the Road Department S upervisor. 
 
CLERK'S REPORT: 
Minutes of the regular meeting of  March 10, 2014 w ere approved m/Cugini    
s/Marolda   



 
Minutes of the special meeting of  March 10, 2014 w ere approved m/McAvaddy   
 s/Zappariello 
 
  
 
    

 AYE:  NAY: ABSTAIN:  ABSENT: 

MAROLDA X    

BAKER    X 

SANTAGATA X    

ZAPPARIELLO X    

CUGINI  X    

MCAVADDY X    
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
(See Solicitor’s Report) 
 Borough of Buena 
Municipal Center 
616 Central Ave. 
Minotola, NJ 08341 
 
RE: Minotola Estates/Buena Drive Site Improvement B ond  
 
Dear Mayor and Council, 
 
My partners and I are in negotiations to purchase a ll 15 of the remaining 
lots on Buena Drive in a cash deal with a 10 day cl ose.  Since the beginning, 
the attorney for Bank of America informed us of the  borough’s intention to 
call in the bond of the previous builder, Einhorn C onstruction, in order to 
cover the cost of the remaining site improvements. The improvements are, but 
not limited to: street lighting, final asphalt over lay, landscaping, and 
storm water management pipe clean out. Our offer is  completely predicated on 
the borough calling in Einhorn Construction’s bond.   If the borough does not 
call in the bond to cover the site improvements, th e project may be deemed 
unfeasible and the land could sit unimproved for se veral more years.  It is 
our intention to begin building immediately after t aking ownership of the 
land. Mr. Tonetta has assured me that he will discu ss this during the next 
council meeting.  I am requesting this matter be fo rmally placed on the 
agenda for the next council meeting being held on M arch 24, 2014. 
 
Sincerely, 
Michael Wilkinson 
609.304.1111 p 
856.773.9363 f 
MWilkinson@ABlairAssociates.com 
 



 
 

Atlantic County Mosquito Control Unit request to ap ply pesticides as needed 
was approved m/McAvaddy s/Zappariello 
 

 AYE:  NAY: ABSTAIN:  ABSENT: 

MAROLDA X    

BAKER    X 

SANTAGATA X    

ZAPPARIELLO X    

CUGINI  X    

MCAVADDY X    
 
Need motion to file correspondence m/Zappariello s/ Cugini 



 
    

 AYE:  NAY: ABSTAIN:  ABSENT: 

MAROLDA X    

BAKER    X 

SANTAGATA X    

ZAPPARIELLO X    

CUGINI  X    

MCAVADDY X    
 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  none 
 
NEW BUSINESS: none 
 
BILLS PAID AS LISTED : m/Santagata s/Marolda 



 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 

 AYE:  NAY: ABSTAIN:  ABSENT: 

MAROLDA X    

BAKER    X 

SANTAGATA X    

ZAPPARIELLO X    

CUGINI  X    

MCAVADDY X    
 

NEXT MEETING: April 14, 2014   
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: m/Santagata s/Marolda RCVU 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
MARYANN CORALUZZO, BOROUGH CLERK  


